[Clinical feature of hippocampal lesion: report of 21 cases].
To explore the clinical features of hippocampal lesions. the clinical data of 21 patients with hippocampal lesions, 15 males and 6 females, aged 19 (8-42), with a duration of mesial temporal lobe epilepsy (MTLE), underwent resection of the anterior temporal lobe, amygdaloid nucleus, and hippocampus. The resected hippocampal tissues were examined pathologically. Before the operation 24-hour EEG and MRI scan were performed. The patients were followed up for 1-2 years. The clinical manifestations included complex partial seizure (11 cases), absence seizure (5 cases), tonic-clonic seizure (4 cases), and simple partial seizure (1 case). EEG showed spike waves in 18 patients. MRI scan showed full hippocampus and long T2 signal in 10 cases, enlarged temporal horn, hyperintense signal in T2, and decreased volume of hippocampus in 8 cases, long T1 and T2 signals and obvious space-occupying lesion in hippocampus in one case, and normal images in 2 cases. Pathological examination revealed sclerosis of hippocampus in 11 cases, astrocytoma in 6 cases, paraganglioma in 1 case, embryonic tumor of neuroepithelial tissue in 1 case, atypical hyperplasia in 1 case, and radiation necrosis in 1 case. Sixteen of the eighteen followed-up patients remained seizure-free. Statistical analysis demonstrated significant difference in MRI between hippocampal tumor and hippocampal sclerosis. MTLE patients with T2 signal and hippocampus larger than that of the contralateral side should be considered as with hippocampal tumor and as indication of operation.